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What Is Birthright? 

We are a non-profit, non-political, non-

denominational, service organization that offers 

pregnant women and girls the non-judgmental 

emotional and practical support they need to 

make responsible and educated decisions 

about their future and that of their unborn child. 

What Do We Offer? 

FREE & CONFIDENTIAL: 

Friendship & Support 

Reliable Pregnancy Tests 

Maternity Clothes 

Baby Clothes 

Information 

Referrals 
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It’s dogwood time again! 

Please join us and walk 

with Birthright on 

Saturday May 2nd. The 

theme for 2015 is 

#Quincy175, and our 

float theme is 

“Birthright-ordinary 

people doing 

extraordinary things in 

Quincy for 42 years!” 

We had a great volunteer training recently and infused a little 

technology as we continue to streamline our effectiveness here in 

Quincy. Even though Past-Director Patty Adam is soaking up the sun 

in Florida this winter season, she’s continued to serve as the 

emergency phone contact for many of our clients in need. In other 

words, here or there, Patty continues to save lives as she guides 

Birthright through helping the neediest of clients we see. We continue 

to do what we can to keep our name out there through the help of our 

community supporters like Greg Haubrich and WGEM Radio, The 

Students for Life Group at Quincy University, and the upcoming 

resource fair at JWCC. And we can’t forget about the annual Dogwood 

Parade … Birthright is proud to once again sponsor one of the best 

floats of the year May 2nd. If you’d like to walk with us, let us know. 

Otherwise, look for us out there and support us however you can.  
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TESTIMONIAL . . .  
 I’ve never ever had to single-handedly take care of myself before. I was 

given every “thing” by my mother … all the latest brand name clothes 

and basically whatever I wanted—she loved to shop. But, when I really 

needed her, she couldn’t, or wouldn’t, give me and my two kids what 

we really needed most—unconditional love. A few months ago I 

realized I was pregnant after a one-night stand. I had never made such 

a stupid mistake before. I was so afraid to tell my mom because I just 

knew she would disown me—which she did. A friend suggested I go to 

Birthright for help. I didn’t know how they could help, but I was afraid 

that an abortion was the only solution and I was desperate. The 

volunteer at Birthright comforted me as I shared my troubled past and 

reassured me that Birthright would help me however I needed and they 

would never leave me to face my trouble alone. The volunteer showed 

me a model of what my baby looked like at 12 weeks, and although I 

had the legal right and it seemed easiest, I knew quickly I couldn’t kill 

my child. It has been so hard trying to learn how to support myself, 

taking care of my two kids and attending college without the financial 

means to buy the things we need. I’ve never been good at asking for 

help either, but the Birthright volunteer seems to know what I need 

even before I do! She has helped me every step of the way and I know 

we are going to be ok. I feel like a better person for making the right 

choice, and I’m so grateful to Birthright for offering me the help I 

needed to be able to do just that!   - Kendra 

 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

 
 

 

 

Helping expecting Mothers & their Babies in Quincy since 1973 

 
 

“It is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth . . . 

and the right of every child to be born.” 
 

 

Katie Kessler 

Quincy Assistant Director 

Katie became a Birthright volunteer 

in 2003 in Keokuk, IA. She is 

married to Cory, has 2 children—

Mia (5) and Noah (3), and works for 

Niemann Foods in HR/Payroll. 

Being an adopted child herself, 

Katie is eternally grateful that her 

birth mother found the strength to 

give her the gift of life.  To Katie, 

Birthright means HOPE. She wants 

women and girls to know that no 

matter what they are facing, 

someone who cares is always 

waiting at Birthright in Quincy to 

offer the hope and help they need.  
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If you are called, we are 

seeking extra donations this 

quarter to help us upgrade 

our website to a MOBILE-

FRIENDLY version before 

Google’s “Mobilegeddon” 

starts to hamper our sites 

effectiveness in reaching 

clients in need. Contact Joe 

Bordewick for more 

information. 
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Letter from the Director . . . 
 
 

    Dear Supporters of Birthright of Quincy,  

I sincerely hope and pray that God blesses you for the simple act of reading 

this newsletter today. This one simple act is a demonstration of your trying to live life 

the right way, concerned for the well-being of others, and valuing the precious gift 

that is life.  

One simple act is sometimes all it takes to turn someone’s life completely 

around from whatever they are troubled by or struggling with. At Birthright in Quincy 

we understand that. We are ordinary people doing extraordinary things to honor life 

and help precious mothers and their babies in Quincy. What’s extraordinary, you ask? 

Two things, really. First, our volunteers offer our clients the thing that makes 

everything new—their open heart and the love it holds. We’re not professionals 

necessarily, but we are here to do whatever we can for our “sisters and brothers” in 

the Quincy area. Second, the result. We are saving lives. We are giving women a 

chance to be able to choose life for their child, which in turn has a lasting impact on 

so many people in so many ways in our community and beyond. Birthright’s been 

here in Quincy for 42 years now ... who in your life wouldn’t be here right now if it 

weren’t for Birthright? Because we are always 100% confidential, you’ll probably 

never know the answer to that question, but you can try to imagine what life would be 

like without your brother or sister, your best friend, your favorite pastor, the doctor 

who saved your life, or your child or grandchild’s future soul-mate. You get the idea. 

Pretty extraordinary, isn’t it.     

Never pass up a chance to do one simple thing for someone in need. If 

you’re not sure how, get in touch with us here at Birthright.  

Warmest Regards, Joe Bordewick, Director, Birthright of Quincy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You’s 
A special thank you as always to the 

Quincy Knights of Columbus Council 

#583 for their continued support! 

 

Thank you to the Butch & Dorothy 

Obert Family for the special Christmas 

Gift! 

 

Thank you to JWCC for inviting us to 

your Student Resource Fair! 

 

Thank you to all of you who respond to 

this newsletter with your generous 

donations! 
  

 

Thank you to our Birthright Volunteers 

for being what our clients need when 

they need it every day of the year! 

 

 

Client Statistics – 1st Quarter 2015 
  32 Clients Served (Many high-dollar needs this quarter, but worth every penny to bring the 

precious Babies We Saved this quarter into the world!)  

 

 

“YOU WERE GIVEN THIS LIFE BECAUSE YOU ARE STRONG ENOUGH TO LIVE IT” 
 

Birthright’s 

Officers in 2015 
 

Joe Bordewick – 

 Director 
 

Katie Kessler –  

Assistant Director 
 

Mary Jane Bauer – 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Rose Gott –  

Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Dogwood Parade 

Birthright Float 
Saturday, May 2nd 8am Lineup 

9:30am Parade Start Time 
 

Quarterly Volunteer 

Meeting 
Saturday, June 13th, 2015 

11:30am – 1pm - Birthright Office 

Light Lunch Provided 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 



 
      

 

  

We are asking for the support of your donation—whether it be financial assistance or the gift of new maternity or baby 

clothes. Your support is vital to our mission, as we are staffed entirely by volunteers and funded solely by donations 

from the community. If you would like more information please contact us . . . but PLEASE help us help our 

community, and thank you for making a difference! 

 

MAKE A REAL 

DIFFERENCE 
 

 

 

Birthright could not do what we do without the support we receive 

from our community. We are in this together! This is our 

community—our daughters, sisters, neighbors, and friends. 

Unfortunately, many of these young women feel like they have no one 

who will be there for them. That’s where we come in . . . and we are 

looking for more compassionate and non-judgmental volunteers who 

share our commitment to the unborn and their mothers to serve our 

area. Your help in any of these ways would be appreciated. 

EMAIL BIRTHRIGHTQUINCYIL@ATT.NET OR CALL 

JOE BORDEWICK AT 217-617-8937 TO GET STARTED HELPING OTHERS TODAY. 
 
 

Something to think about … What are your talents? 
When are you available? What are you waiting for? 

Please mail your tax-deductable financial contribution to  BIRTHRIGHT 

        P. O. BOX 407 

Quincy, IL 62306 

 

As a non-profit charitable organization, Birthright will issue a receipt for tax purposes as requested. 

 

Donation made by/in the name of _____________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like Birthright to send you a receipt for tax purposes?  YES________  NO_________ 

 

If so, where would you like it sent?    NAME: ___________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 

 

 

 
 

 

Friendship Counseling 
 

Client Support 
 

Office Help 

Fundraising 

Public Relations 

Volunteer Recruitment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please call to make 

arrangements to 

donate new 

maternity or baby 

clothes 

 

Birthright Office  

217-224-1277 

 

Joe Bordewick 

Director 

217-617-8937 
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